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Plan Now to Attend the 


30th National Convention 
of Sigma Delta Chi 
Professional Journalistic Fraternity 


HOTEL BAKER 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


November 16, 17, 18, 19-1949 





REGISTRATION: If you plan to attend the convention, drop a RESERVE CHECK (Rate S 

post card or note to Victor E. Bluedorn, Executive Director, Single Room (One Person) =" # ~ + 

Sigma Delta Chi, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago |, Ill. This ance tec ai 
g g 


helps the planners of the convention to anticipate attend- 


Twin Beds 


Parlor and Bedroom 





ance. Send no money. Register at convention. Kae 
Y 3 RATES—AIll Rooms with Tub or Shower Bath 


Single Rooms for 1—$3.50, $4.00, $4.50, $5.00, $6.59, 
$7.00 


ble s ry 2—S6 $6.50, $7.00, $8.50, St 
HOTEL RESERVATION: All members and delegates must make “aanen eT ee ee 


their reservations direct. Write S. Hugh White, Room Twin Bedrooms for 2—S7.00, $8.50, $9.00, $11.00, 
Reservation Mgr., Hotel Baker, Dallas |, Texas. For rates, _— 
Parlor Suites—S18.00, $30.00 and up 


see card opposite. (Information regarding special dormitory rates upon 


request) 





If type room you wish is not available the next 
TRANSPORTATION: Make your transportation plans now. If ee seem Oil Ce eigee. 
your travel route takes you through Chicago or St. Louis, 
notify National Headquarters immediately. The possibility 
of special cers from Chicago to Dallas, via St. Louis is be- 


ing investigated. 


Time and Date of Arriva 
PROGRAM: A glance at the convention story in this issue will SIGMA DELTA CHI 
give you an indication of what's in store for you. Additional Name of Convention or Grouy 


NOTE: Unless Definitely Requested, Reservations 


stories will follow in the October and November issues. Will Not Be Held After 6:00 P.M 


NOTE: The November issue of The QUILL is the Convention Number. 17,000 circulation 
Reqular rates preva Make your advertising space reservations NOW 
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We Don't Take Our Picture Often Enough 3ut personalities, institutions and mechanical or organi 


zational techniques are not the whole story of the press 
NE of Tue Quit ! s } much of the “hey al very far from the whole story of the practice of 
ma ne Hu I , a profession. What might be called the higher 
of the press has too often come from outsider 
Hutchins or the British royal commission re ports 
1 make large segments of insiders so mad 
the criticism for the critics 


} | on on what the press ought 
to make informed America, from jou 
wher 


lists themselves i sib Ww | were more news 
SOrT xt nt 1 1 , , a 
ne xu de Y 1 like Jame t nm ol } New York Times 


subject that 
slashes, imac: surface of our job and 
s enerally 


ssential truth, made before 


success. His distinction be 


re recently before 
a classic example 
ress needs The 

‘s Minneapolis 

Vv venture I 
encountered 


LISLIC pup Ca 
ility of the busi 
Most journalists 

and bashful about pr: 


h the DOSS eVeE I think most 
b 


I ispect th: good share t working journalist s 
disinterest in writing about his trade is due to indifference 
or cynicism over its importance or to something else that 
might better be called “professionalism” than professional 
He regards his job as day's work and to hell with its higher 
mplications or he takes the attitude that unless it pays off 

he won't touch a typewriter after hours. Critical profes 
lack Of good newspape! onal writing will never “pay” because it will never have 
am more concerned about mere than a limited audience 
f newspapermen’s oF nion n Over the vears, I have been as guilty as the next man of 
! s ourselves, but 1 writ \ all these reasons for failure to ¢ xpress MmMys¢ lf on ; pro 
protession ought to ! fession to which I have devoted my life. I have at times re 
ofessional critic m. There garded it depend ng on my digestion or the outcome of 
phases of journalism, thanks my latest conflict with authority—with exasperation. anx 
| and there is a good iety, exhilaration or depression. But always, when the 
mmediate confusion is past and the long view again in 


perspective, with both pride and humility 


I suspect my most blasé coworkers ven the hard 

boiled babies who have not yet learned that it is no longer 

but too rarely al fashionable to sneer a ) very term ournalist’”—feel 
mality and institu much as I do. So why not express ourselves in more per 
and as the edito: manent form than talk at the family dinner table, the 
pieces that seem to makeup stone or our favorite bar? THe QUILL is listening 


Car R. Keser 
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‘49 Program 


Dallas Gets 
Set for 


Convention 
By FRED McCABE 


EXAS hospitality is receiving a high 
polish from Dallas men making prepa 
rations for the 1949 convention of Sig 


ma Delta Chi 
Head 

chapters here have 

t some extraordinary promises 

where made at Milwaukee by Joe Cooper 

ind that delegat will be expecting de 





college and professional 
been given official no 
tice tl 


‘ments 


inquire too closely 


promise yut an effort 
l a memorable pr« 
President Neal Van Sooy 
vut details of the busi 
Baker Hotel, the er 


ne program 1 he 


that Texans are taking 

ne pportunity to be host t 
f Sigma Delta Chi, Dallas and 
nm have agreed to but 
hooters for one week 
\ two cite 


front for 


lit of this temporary entente 
iled on Wednesday eve 
November 16, when national of 
nd deles will be honored at a 
buffet in the pe nthou « of 
ile National Bank building 
iffair will be sponsored jointly by 

he Dallas and Fort Worth chapters 
of the party is the thirtieth floor 
Dallas bank and is 


lor inspecting the general appear 


reve 


Scene 
major a vantage 
of the convention city 
1 November 17 the Da las News will 
t to the dele a luncheon, the 
Herald being host the 
llowing day 
Thursday evening, November 17, an old 
fashioned Texas barbecue at a nearby 
ranch is on the calendar. And on Friday 
evening, November 18 is sched 
uled 
The general con 
with national officers, is 
slate of speaker 
ble ir 


gates at 


luncheor 


a dance 
mittee, In cooperation 
working on a 
which will be compara 
interest to those presented at re 
onventions. Details on this part of 
the convention will be announced in suc 
ceeding issues of THe Qui 
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SHARE IN CONVENTION—Dallas’ two flourishing newspapers will be 
luncheon hosts during Sigma Delta Chi’s 1949 sessions in the northern 
Texas metropolis. Above, the morning News’ recently occupied multi- 
million dollar plant. Below, the afternoon Times-Herald’s remodeled build 


ing. 





for Sigma Delta Chi's 1949 

convention in Dallas is mace 
in this issue of The Quill by Fred 
McCabe, Southwestern Division 
manager of the United Press 
and general chairman of the lo- 
cal committee on arrangernents. 

Texans are taking their con- 
vention pledges so seriously 
that Dallas and Fort Worth have 
even buried their traditional 
hatchet long enough to permit 
the convention city’s rival to the 
west to cooperate in the plans. 


Fic: : announcement of plans 





W. A. Stevenson, president of the chap 
ter at Southern Methodist university, will 
be in charge of a model] initiation on Sat 
urday evening. E. L. Callihan, head of the 
journalism department at SMU, is faculty 


adviser to the chapter. The college and 


latter headed 
friendliest 


professional chapters, the 
by Ted Barrett, maintain the 
of relations 

This cooperative 


in the convention 


pirit will be reflected 


program now being 


arranged 


HE convention city is in the northern 
T: art of Texas and has a history of 108 

years. For many years the largest city 
in the state, it now concedes population 
leadership to Houston but that is the only 
concession Dallas drum beaters will make 

It unquestionably is the financial capi 
tal of the Southwest, is one of the major 
insurance centers in the United States, is 
a major cotton market, and is noted for 
its retail shops. Chance Vought’s factory 
for navy aircraft also is located here afte1 
i notable trek from the East 

One of the top symphony orchestras is 
maintained in Dallas and a unique reper 
tory professional theater flourishes im 
pressively. Southern Methodist University 
not only provides scholarly prestige but 
each season produces football teams of 
national calibre 


Turn to Page 13 








HISTORICALLY CLUTTERED DESK—Charles C. Carlin Jr., editor and publisher of the Alexandria Gazette, works amid 


souvenirs of three wars. Actually the oldest American daily newspaper has reported all six wars since the revolution. 


Life Begins at 166 for Oldest Daily 


Alexandria Gazette 
Covered Washington; 
And Still Likes Scoop 


By HARRY J. LAMBETH 


IC. V 


<i 
Although the N 
the CONDITIONS of 


POSALS “ 


e U 
Fr 


when the Alexandria Gazette was founded in the old Virginia town across 

the Potomac from what was to become the capital of one of history's most 
powerful nations. Today, at 166, the Gazette is equally proud of files that carry 
stories of George Washington's inauguration and “beats” on such modern 
stories as the Norman invasion and Japan’s surrender. 

Alexandria is almost as long a geographical jump for Harry Lambeth as 
Tokyo was historically from Yorktown. A consistent and able contributor to 
The Quill, Harry in recent years has written of Honolulu publishers and Jap- 
anese-American photographers and Americans who sell comic strips to the 
Orient. Now a law student at Georgetown University, he merely followed his 
nose for news across the Potomac to Alexandria. 

An alumnus of the University of Illinois and of Chicago’s City News Bureau, 
Harry returned to Hawaii after Naval service in the Pacific to report for both 
Honolulu newspapers for several years before deciding that law might not hurt 
a newspaperman. While attending classes at Georgetown. he is keeping his 
hand in by teaching journalism at nearby University of Maryland. 


Tw American colcnies’ final victory at Yorktown was a recent memory 
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smiths, the Gazette has chronicled in its 
columns the progress of the Union. It has 
covered America! 

Gazette reporters had “seats on the 
aisle” at a Mt. Vernon meeting when dele 
gates from Maryland and Virginia met 
with George Washington to settle a Poto 
nac River dispute. This conference re 
sulted in the call for the first convention 
at Annapoli 1 subsequently the Phila 
delphia meeting which drafted the U.S 
constitutior 

The Gazette reported these and followed 
up the constitutior tory by covering 
Washington's election and triumphal pro 
cession from Mt. Vernon to New York 
where he was inaugurated president in 
1789. Ten years later, the Gazette told its 
readers by black, reversed-ruled borders 
along its columns that father of their 


The le reporting tl! Washington fu 
I today hans r 

te publish 

1 December 


( i 


WASHINGTON 
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RECALL PAPER’S EARLIEST DAYS—Circulation Manager Louis Bridge- 
forth (left) depicts an 18th Century American gentleman subscriber leaving 
the offices of the Gazette while City Editor Ray Hatcher plays the part of a 
bewigged printer. 


ran a ple tna aad em 
back fence for day The 
ith General La 
Frenchman was 


been asked whether ou 
in-Chief (George Washing 
isible or not to the delight 
society, during his mighty labor 


to the out 
the enemy 
a few « rs and a small 
topped at a farm house to get 

me milk and water 
The daughter of the landlord brought 
t ively and pretty demoiselle, who 
naviete and sprightline en 
conversation with the chief 
kept up for some time with 
it. The officer looked at each 
amazement. At length, turning 


T to Page 10 








Jim Etzell 
Fighting 
Country 
Editor 


By DAN W. JOHNSON 





Jim is the first guy in the world to admit 
he needs that dollar pretty badly 
That's why it was like waving split in 
finitives in front of an English teacher 
when Etzel! heard these comments in Min 
neapolis last January 
AUTHOR—Dan W. Johnson, fel- te seems to me we just make ourselves 


low Minnesota editor and classmate ridiculous if we wade in on this. Mr. Et 


who tells the story of James F. Etzell’s zell has his remedy in the courts if it 
fight with official censorship and ee far 


journalistic lethargy. Personally, Im not a crusader, and 


1as some of the earmarks, up in that 


IMMY ETZELL hasn't a hig oilis ounty, of being a crusade which orig 
J ag sisal _ = ! in a personal feud 


As those remarks, and others in a simi 
ne to use red ink in head ar vein, fell on the burning ears of young 
t famous for his reper Editor James Etzell of the Moose Lake 
lop her ng 4 Minr Star Gazette, a winter re t 
would have melted from its casting wit 
the heat of Etzell's indignation! 
He é most alone—with only 


ige mnviction and a couple of friends 





the day when he challenged officialdom and even some of his fellow 

publishers on behalf of a newspaper's right to gain access to the news. 
The young editor of the Star-Gazette displayed an especially high degree of 
courage because his fight included a libel suit that could have cost him his 
newspaper. 

Jim Etzell won, on all counts, and is probably looking for new opponents. 
Among those who backed him in his dark hours was a fellow Minnesota 
weekly editor and University of Minnesota classmate, Dan W. Johnson of 
the Ivanhoe Times. Dan wanted to tell Jim’s story and here it is. 

Both author and subject were born to the weekly newspaper field. The senior 
Etzell published the Clarissc: (Minn.) Independent and Jim grew up in the back 
shop, edited his high school paper and went on to Minnesota's school of 
journalism in 1936. He interrupted his educction two years later to edit his 
father’s paper. 

Jim returned to the campus in 1942 and almost immediately enlisted in the 
Navy. Characteristically, he is proud of nearly four years’ service as an 
enlisted man—service which included convoy duty to North Africa and ended 
on Okinawa. He returned to college to graduate in 1946 with a straight “A” 
average and buy the Star-Gazette on less than the proverbial shoe string. 

Dan Johnson was also a publisher's son although he confesses that he was 
always a disappointment as a printer to his father, publisher of the Ivanhoe 
Times which he now edits. Like Jim Etzell, he entered Minnesota in 1936 and 
was city editor of the Daily before being graduated in 1940. 

After a year with his father’s paper, Dan entered the Army in 1941 and 
trained in the Coast Artillery before transferring first to public relations and 
later to Counter Intelligence. He did security work in England, France, Belgium 
and Germany before his discharge in 1945. He has been editor of the Times 
since, winning the National Safety Council's editorial contest in 1947. Both 
Etzell and Johnson were elected to Sigma Delta Chi at Minnesota. 


J AMES F. ETZELL recently put Moose Lake, Minn., among the datelines of 





7 


FIGHTING WEEKLY EDITOR — Ji 
whose successful battle for the right 
nationwide attention, catches up on 


IM ETZELL has as much printer 

in his veins as the humar 

can carry. He was reared in 
Minnesota weekly shop. His father was 

ld school and lived to se 
: (Minn.) Independe 
xs off th practi 
were four years at the University 


nesota chool of journalisn 


ipted by a tern 
ormal studies, Jin 

Z mortgag ile for a lew years 

ind purchased t Star Gazette. Withir 

1 year he was the center of one of the 

os spectacular newspaper fights wu 
nodern Minnesota newspaper history 

It a tarted in the fall of 1948. Etzell 

wanted to publish the usual “vital sta 

in his Star Gazette. Births, deaths 

are news, thought Etzell 

news 1s the function 


to that point wasn’t 

volutionary, but unfortunately he ran 
into a county official who had other 
ind quite revolutionary—ideas. The o 
cial said Etzell couldn't go through hi 
records. Etzell thought he could legally 
ind did his best to convince the public 


{t 


rvant that this was normal newspapet 
procedure, completely within the most 
onservative interpretation of the law 
Out of that little controversy developed 
first-class fight that spread to the Mir 
nesota attorney genefal’s office, to the 
floors of the annual’ convention of 
Minnesota Editorial Assgciation and 
directly, into a district cgwrt libel suit 
rhe local county attorney was request 
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ll, editor of the Moose Lake (Minn.) Star - Gazette IN THE BACK SHOP—Jim prefers this picture of a country 
newspaper to gather and print the news attracted editor making up his own editorial page. The galley of type 


and mail. in the form is a reprinted editorial by his friend, the author. 


S letters began pouring into those ren in the courts if it goes that far 

A offices where a little prodding ir jon't think we should try this case at 
the interests of a free press were 1e present time 

needed ar where the prodding Said anothe1 In mv own estimatior 


do the me good, the New Year 1 opinion from the attorney general 
ind with it the annual conven isn’t worth a damn. I'm not a crusader 
Minnesota Editorial Associa ind I don't like to get my neck, or 
101 the association's, into local persona 
Here, thought Editor Etzell, is my o} feuds 
portunity to present the records case, so All this, mind you, after Walters in far 
it convention opinion and perhaps pick away Chicago had felt the Moose Lake 
‘ moral support battle worth letters, telegrams, and per 
the last day of the convention he sonal financial aid as well as the official 
feet and said notice of the freedom of information com 
like to call to the attention mittee of the American Society of News 
tive committee the fact that paper Editors! 
ike Star Gazette has run into So Jim Etzell came home 
= Oe oe Se pa He wasn't licked, even if he was 
have been stopped by the clerk of tunned! Behind his glasses, wavy dark 
trict court from inspecting his vital sta hair and slight stature was the spirit of 
S : : a Horatius and if that sounds hack 
ics records » Division of Vital Sta : 
, neyed, that’s because you don’t know Jim 
tistics has declared that newspaper re Etzell! 
utzell 
porters do not have access to vital stati 
tics records under a Minnesota law which 
says that no citizen of the state may us¢ 
the records, or gather information from 


If we lose,” he wrote after the con 
vention, “my wife and I are broken 
but until I DO lose, I’m going to fight my 
way out of this thing!” 

But Jim Etzell’s kettle of trouble was 
only beginning to simmer at the con 
vention point. On January 13, 1949, he 
At this yoint the crusading” young had published an editorial with the head- 
editor ae northern Minnesota received ing, “TIME TO CLEAN HOUSE AT THE 

COURT HOUSE! 

That editorial took Etzell’s county com 
missioners over the proverbial editorial 
coals for their action in awarding county 
printing contracts—and Etzell put into 
print his exact thoughts on the matter 

He pointed out the board had not ay 


the records, for commercial purposes 
I would like very much to get the 
backing of this association in our attempt 


to get at the bottom of this 


\ ‘ a practical lesson in human nature that 
winging lustils i ilmost knocked the props from under his 
iside, this n own idealistic estimate of journalistic 
of Mr I ) ethic 
r in distress h “d One of the most respected members of 
ratitude for life. “N cs the group immediately opined: “It seems 
r | ifficient for wh he | to me we must make ourselves ridiculous 
the way Jim puts i if we wade in on this. Mr. Etzell has his {Turn to Page 12] 
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Alexandria Gazette 


ire YOU not rather 


reated much wonder, we 


Concluded fron 


Page 7 
Marquis 
the enemy?” 

If I am what must 


me, the General observed 
near 
your ex 


ied 


icy be 


I rey 
O} true he and, gaily 

object wh 

1 off 


answere i 
our hance to the fair 
gallope 
it boasts such famous sub 
Robert E. Lee 
oth 
Snowden family 
A young Alex 
Samuel Snowden, bo 
1800 from the Westcotts 
g changes, he be wal 
1808 

amily operated thi 

intil 1911 when the 

s C. Carlir 


HE paper thi 
Washington 
ind Henry Clay, among 

ned by the 


ma century 


scores ot! 
ught 


about 


filliam H., who owned 
j n Warrentor Va 
Ww Sats Harry J. Lambeth 
lauded the 
owden heirs wh« 
He 
n military 
military 
the 


General E eT 

sion of Fran 
‘ extraed 29 minutes 
er neral f t ited Press ann 


vy. On the 


influ 

de cisior 

use. Alexandria clain 
and Lee i 


publi 


unced the 
yerma Pacific 
I ' ox h y i daily cl 
hometown boy , 4 

av ! I ie Washingtor 
wite Sarah nno anese 


president of the 


her surrender 
é newspa} / ! na visit by President 
orks with her | e Minister Churchill 
tted Christ churcl 
oth had pews 
* “ar ir per 
annoul ced 
ild be permitted 
ited 


have a 


is they vi 
arranged t 
ike a picture for the 
it was printed ir 
permitted the 


paper 


final A Free Press, A Free Pe« 
ple 

The flag is flown along with the Ameri 
can and Confederate flags from above the 
Gazette's front entrance 

ts nine editorial staffers are directed 
by Managing Editor Jack Tulloch who 
is the oldest employee in point of service 

30 years. Tulloch who also is vice mayo! 
and a councilman for the city’s 70,000 
inhabitants, started in the sports depart 
ment at 19. His interest in sports 
high, and during football season he serves 
as a National Professional Football league 
statistician for the Washington Redskin 

In maintaining the paper's 9,500 circu 
lation in partial competition with the big 
Washington dailies across the Potoma 
Carlin and Tulloch say, “We sell the 
news!” 

They gradually, however, are 
ing their national coverage, and have ju 
added an International News Service wire 
to supplement the Associated Press and 
United Press already carried 
This brings the Gazette a long 166 jou 
nalism-years from the No. 1 of Vol. 1 ir 
which George Richards ogized f 
the lack of variety in 
ample Supply of which the lat 
hitherto 


square 


is still 


loca 


increa 


ervices 


ape 
type faces I 
War hat! 
prever us from procuring 
Although pushing the 10,000 circulatior 
mark in paid sales, there 
subscription. Editor Carlin le 
after he 1 i I 
top complimentary hortly 
after he received a call 1 Robert Sout! 
Barrett, once publisher the Gazette fo 
a short period between Snowden ar 
wnership ee 
Carlin famil 


s to receive a lifet ibs 


is only one free 
arned of it 
wder t 


abruptly 


ere 


ntr t 
trac 


rrett pecil 


Edward M. Keath 
joined the 
Globe-Democrat, i r prev isly 
Northwest 
Network forur 


as program 


Reviewing $ 





New 1950 


BALFOUR BLUE BOOK 


L. G. BALFOUR COMPANY 


Attleboro, Massachusetts 
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FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO JOURNALISM—Four Sigma Delta Chi awards were presented at a lunch- 
eon of the Washington chapter. From left—Edward Jamieson, chapter president: Nicholas Gregory, who ac- 
cepted the courage in journalism medallion for the Philadelphia Inquirer; Luther Huston, Executive Council 
chairman who made the presentations; Herbert Block of the Washington Post, editorial cartooning winner: Vir- 


ginius Dabney of the Richmond Times-Dispatch, editorial writing winner, and W. McNeil Lowry, bureau chief of 
the James M. Cox Newspapers, Washington correspondence winner. 


. American and German scene were given 

p A d b by Walter Tschuppik of Munich, edito 

resent Awaras to Five by Welter Techuppik: of Munich, editos 

+ . ° ° tagpost. He was in Atlanta studying Amer 

For Distinguished Service ican newspapers. He warned that Naziism 
is still a threat to German press 

In suena the wot A Dodd told 


. . th hapter that he ¢ S associate art 
todity Credit Corporation grait ie chapter t he and his associate ar 


GN Jelta Chi’s bronze medallions Com: 
IGMA I ists do everything they possibly can to 
for distir lished servi irna storage programs 7 
TI Philadelpt I = ted f nm > characterization and back 
n ny v pr r 1 lac ipnk nqutrer as l ) | Tv T 
sn formally preset to fou otal eae ft ae of f Mark Trail” authentic. They 
ri% a ser Ss WS S les alleging ie use 1 
vi war iel estos a re ee hee ee get out in the field to make drawings of 
inside information” and abuses of the : : 
. > scenes, put in hours studying proper fist 
law in acquiring and collecting old debts 
’ : ng, hunting, skiing techniques when 
resulting from real estate foreclosures 
the Irater The campaign resulted in the indictment 
nade awards t of three former officials and proposed 
n newspapermen. Herbert changes in State law 


lock. (Herblock) 1e Washington 
for editorial cartooning and W. M« : NO BIG CLAIMS aes 
OWry : hief ~ = Washington bu Eq Dodd Receives 

1 for the James | ox newspapers for Just a good small daily paper serving 
aie: Peper Award at Atlanta exclusively a good, diversified, rich 


. also presented the medallions ITUIENTTICITY ’ a 
oF ' Wisestelion Tinlinms. aiiked UTHENTICITY is the ke yr ote of growing Southern California area 
, . adventure strip drawing, Ed Dodd 


ft } mor d (Va Ti es D spatch ti ! 5 a° 
‘AS erriting ond to o h creator of the strip “Mark Trail 
clei - om _ ce and winner of Sigma Delta Chis first dis SANTA PAULA 


for courage Ir i € 


s represented at the luncheon tinguised service award in his field of 
iolas P. Gregor, journalism, told the Atlanta professional CHRONICLE 
abney received the award on the chapter at a midsummer dinner at Town Neal Van Sooy, Publisher 
of editorials dealing with House restaurant 
islature and the dominat Dodd, who makes his home in Atlanta VENTURA COUNTY 
tate machine was formally given the bronze medallion 
aid of Mr. Block’s work emblematic of his selection as one of the CALIFORNIA 
rtoor simple and - | eleven chosen last May for the fraternity’s 
red annual awards. The presentation was 


» are written into the strip 








iladelphia 
lism. Th 











Mr. Lowry was honored for his ; made by John Henry, chapter president 
| A German editor's views of both the 











{ articles 
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Fighting Country Editor 


[Conel 


ided from Page 9] 
nd legal 
He charged 
was not in the best 
he taxpayers of the county. He named 
ind added It only indicates a 
further trend down the road of suppres 
n of news and information in Carlton 
inty—a trend that we have been fight 

g against for the past three months 
And the editorial concluded: “It’s high 
me we cleaned house at the court house 
et out your broom next election and 

elp us with the job 

A week later a Star Gazette news story 
orted the sheriff had served a notice 
issued by the commissioners claiming the 
editorial was libelous and demanding Et 


SECK newspaper, as the 
the contract 


interests of all 


required 


zell retract 
His reply to that was 


If the 


a libel sui 


commissioners are threatening 
against this newspaper, we 
an opportunity to bring 
melly mess before the Car! 
iblic 


would welc 


m 
ITE 


commissioners force this new 

i costly lawsuit, we shall figh 

‘ ir last penny.” 

Which meant that the “young crusader 

w had TWO fights on his hands, for the 

mmissioners took up the challenge by 
g a $17,006 suit! That mear 


tt ‘ apable 


libel 


said 
that Etzel] 
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clerk of court in his county to report the 
vital statistics to the Star-Gazette. That 
story apparently arose after an interview 
with the clerk himself, and Etzell did his 
best to get his story heard but with 
out too much success 

He was getting wonderful coverage 
however, through certain Duluth radio 
personnel. He had good friends in certain 
St. Paul and Minneapolis news rooms. He 
had backing from certain of Minnesota's 
rural press 

Jim Etzell’s story was becoming quite 
a story even if there were Minnesota pub 
lishers who said or thought as did one who 
commented 

It is fine to have ideals if they do not 
conflict too strongly with those who make 
it possible to remain in business success 
fully My advice is to sort of for 
get battling over things which probably 
can't be changed under the present set-up 
and on making 
stead 

Such opinions were answered. A Star 
Gazette headline on February 17 scream 
ed STAR GAZETTE WINS NEWS 
FIGHT! 

The clerk of court granted access to all 
in his office exactly one day after 
general ued 
ruling that 
of district court, an 


concentrate money in 


record 


he attorney an opinion 

rec ords of 
1 other pub 
were open to public inspection 
with a certain few 


And this in spite of on 


ing court cases 

clerk 
lic records ’ 
excep S 
e Minnesota Edi 


ention ¢ 


commer 
nion from the attorney 


HAT 
7t who 
1 $17,000 libe 


now 


and this deci 
iutious 
bat 
the 


a 

ibout a 

for prir limb aboard 
Etzell bandw 

Jim Etzell soon became quite a pop ! 

He was invited to speak before 

a luncheon meeting of the Minneapolis 

Ad Club d he received like 


1ering hero 


cture! 


was icon 


the Minnesota 
was offered in the 

check—the same 
fellow publ 


Concrete support 
Editorial Association 
form of a substantial 


hard currency that 


from 


some 
considered more in 
vited to 
hort « 
the 


tell his story 
irse for rural 
University of 
Etzell promptly 
on freedom 
He was al 
before the Minnesota 
board of directors 
and short days later 


at the annu 
Minnesota 
Minnesota 
lugged for a 
of informatior 
lowed to appear 
Editorial Assox 
with this sugge 
uch a committee was formed 
And on May 19, a district court jury in 
Duluth took just 65 minutes to clear Et 
1 in the defamation of character 
yuught by the four county 
rs 
That cleared away the $17,000 libel wor 
and it brought, as Jim himself put it 
a flood of flowers flowing our way—I'm 
getting more advice now that we have 
won the case than I ever had before when 
I truly needed it!” 


Chronologically, that’s 


litors at 
where 
tate committee 


for the press 


atior 
tion 


sults 


comm 


ission 


the story of a 


who honestly be 
to perform in the 


young newspaperman 
lieved he had a duty 
reporting of news 

It doesn’t begin, however, to tell the 
whole story. The nights and nights of 
work at the linotype. The Sunday after 
Sunday of “catching up” at the office 
The worry and loss of sleep, the flood 
of correspondence 

But that was nothing, says Jim Etzel! 
compared to the shock he experienced 
with the realization that far many 
newspapermen business 
first and reporters and editors last 

“I still believe,” he that unless 
we protect the freedom and our right to 
print news, and unless we devote more 
time to the ethics of our profession and 
the protection of our freedom, we will 
give up the freedoms which have made 
our chase after the dollar possible.” 

Oh yes. You're probably curious as to 
what happened to business at the Star 
Gazette during and after the battle 

It wasn’t financially advantageous to 
start with, Jim admits. Business dropped 
off not noticeably but drastically! 

But as the fight developed, Etzel! re 
ports We gained surprising backing 
from local readers and subscribers. There 
was a constant parade of them into the 
office to wish us luck in our fight with 
the commissioners—some even offered to 
contribute money!’ 

And after the 

Happily for us Etzell 
have had a very good reaction among the 
and our business has taker 
swing-back. We ran 12 pages 
f advertising our second issue in June 
ind ran heavy eights and tens all spring 

There remained a rather stiff legal fee 
to be paid. Requests for information on 
the libel suit piled in from all 
the ind the correspondence on 
the Star Gazette editorial desk 
close to 100 unanswered letters! 
3ut those friends who knew Jim Etzel 
before his freedom of press battle know 
the little guy in Moose Lake, Minn., has 
the stamina it takes 

Those few friends who joined wit 
Basil Walters early in the battle today are 
ready to shout Etzell’s campaign to every 
corner of the journalistic world and say 
See—-here’s a little editor who proved 
that principle does pay! 

Tired as he was, Etzel] said editorially 
after the verdict 

If it comes to a choice between free 
dom an] security, The Star-Gazette ed 
itor would rather starve and be free thar 


to be ll fed and ir 


too 
are managers 


Says, 


court victory 
* says Jim we 
people here 
a tremendou 


ections of 


country, 


reached 


oon libel 


we bondage 
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Convention 


Concluded from Page 5 


yng the most valued adjuncts of Dal 
as, however, is its State Fair which is a 
year round activity with a two weeks ex 
each October. Except for that 
two weeks period, the fair’s extensive 
ant is a joint operation with the city’s 
park svstem 
Located within the city proper and con 
Fair 
: permanent type build 
which house museums of fine arts 
natural history, health, of history (Texas 
r » the aquarium. Also in 
the Cotton Bowl, an amphi 
auditorium, the 
rink, 


and 


position 


to the downtown area, the 
a includes 


repertory 
a midway, an ice 
diamonds 
attractior 
er months, the State Fair pro 
duces its famed Starlight Operettas in the 
amphitheater and the remainder of the 
vear keeps a steady flow of theatrical at 
tractions booked in the auditorium 
Its annual with an attend 
ince of well over a million will have end 
ed just prior to the Sigma Delta Chi con 
vention. The 64 years old State Fair truly 
a remarkable enterprise among citic 


Swimmir 


baseball other lei 


€ xposition 


continent 


OMPETING vigorously for the dis 
C tinction of being the city’s most stal 
wart supporter are the two local 
wspapers, the News (morning and Sur 
day) and the Times Herald 
and Sunday 
Now 


ished here in 


(afternoon 


dent, the N 
1885 as an 


$s was estab 
affiliate of the 


indeper 


Fred McCabe 


Galveston News 
able to say it is the oldest institution in 
Texas. Recently the News xecupied its 
magnificent new plant, with new presses 

senting an investment of several 


WFAA is the News’ radio 


venerable and thus is 


n dollars 
outlet 
The Times Herald has re presented the 
afternoon field in Dallas through a history 
which is traced back to 1876. It also has 
made extensive investment in physical 
improvements, its plant having been in 
creased from three to five floors and new 


13 


presses being installed. The Times Herald 
will have its television facility, KRLD-TV, 
in operation a few weeks before the con 
vention 

Tom C. Gooch, president of the Times 
Herald, and E. M. (Ted) Dealey, presi 
dent of the News, will welcome inspection 
of their publishing and radio operations 
by delegates. Both are members of Sigma 
Delta Chi 

The city’s two newspapers and all other 
interested groups are cooperating to give 
Sigma Delta Chi delegates a taste of sin 
cere Texas hospitality 


— 


Austin C. Lescarboura (Syracuse Pro 
fessional °46), journalist and publicist 
who heads his own agency at Croton-on 
Hudson, N.Y., recently completed his 
term as governor of the 174th district of 

ary International which includes fifty 
clubs and 4,000 members in the New York 
area. A guest lecturer at Syracuse Univer 
sity, he is a former editor of Popular Sci 
Monthly, Scientific and 
various trade and technical journals 


ence American 


Bruce V. Snow (Syracuse '49) is a re 
porter photographer on the staff of the 
Dairymen’s League News in New York 
City 


Donald J. Brydon (Missouri “47) was 
transferred from the Chicago bureau of 
the United Press to the state capital bu 
reau at Springfield 


Harrison J. Brown (Washington ‘49), is 
a reporter on the Ontario (Ore.) Argus 
Observer 





An Economic Almanac of 


@ The brewers of the United States constitute one 
of the nation’s great industries. Using science and 
capital enterprise, they have transformed an 
which 


ancient craft into a business 


salutary impact on the nation’s economy, paying 
high wages and creating an expandiny: market for 
scores of other industries engaged in supplying 
and servicing the brewing industry. 


The brewing industry's economic importance to 


the nation can best be 
of cold facts 
average editor, 


interested in obtaining 


industry were to pursue his course independently, 


he would have to consult various sources of infor 


mation and then spend 


the facts he had obtained. 


UNITED 


evaluated by 
ind authenticated statistics 
research student 


economic 


considerable time collating 


STATES 


had a It 


has 


an analysis 
If the 
or anyone else 


data on the 


Street, Neu 


21 East 


discloses, for example, that 
earnings for the brewing industry in 


10th Street 


an Industry 


The Brewers Almanac of 1949, the Blue Book of 
the industry, just published, offers a short cut to 
any objective study of the industry’s economics. 


average weekly 
1948 were 


$66.29, compared with $50.98 for all food indus- 
tries and $53.16 for all manufacturing. It presents 
scores of other facts emphasizing the importance 
of the brewing industry in the nation’s economy 


The Brewers Almanac, containing 125 pages oj 
information, attractively bound, is available to 
any newspaper editor, with our compliments. 
Just send your request, 
United States Brewers Foundation, 21 East 40th 
York 16, N.Y. 


on your letterhead, to 


BREWERS FOUNDATION 


New York 16, N.Y. 
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On the Record 
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a clipping from 


It's 


about 


pur 


prisoned for his vigorous protests and he 
New England hero 

In announcing the selection Shoemaker 
aid: “Today the danger to democracy, to 
freedom, is apparent 1. It is fitting 


became a 


ind real 
that Sigma Delta Chi memorial 
me Anthony Haswell, a fighter 
f freedom during 

life of the country 

pial ning an elab 
na ker 
site of the print 
Haswell, at Ben 
onditions caused 
plans 
re and more 
ngagement 
effect 
the 


h time a 


were Ir 
ifficulties at 
Stephen Early 
ident R It wh 


SE VE 


n May 20, 1946. tl 
King’s death. Th 
he award was made | 


auction for $2,500 on December 9, 1878 
The marker was presented and unveiled 
by past president George W. Healy Jr 
on April 10, 1947, on the centennial anni 
versary of Pulitzer’s birth, and the 40th 
anniversary of his retirement from active 
management 

Healy, in his address at the dedication 
pointed out that Pulitzer had always felt 
the need of broad for free 
pressior the life of a democracy 
had contributed to the welfare 
nation he had struggled 
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ind had example 
fluenced and inspired 


throughout 


+ th 


newspaperme! 


comme ed 


ARLIER thi 
ippointe 


Historic 


mie 
by Pre Van Sooy 
illiard, St »st D 


iden 
Loui 
srowr 
‘ity; Stuart Long 
Texas; Kirke Mex 
| Quarterly, Tope 
on, Northwe 
tichard L. Neubers 
‘ ) ? Cc 


Pe 
Ed 


w 


ter: 


THE QUILL for September. 1949 











One of the finest, broadest employee benefit programs in any 
industry —that's the story behind this, the fifth advertisement 
in Standard Oil's 1949 institutional series. It's another way 
of telling the public how we, the employees of Standard 
Oil, our stockholders and our dealers can work together 
under a competitive, free economy, to produce a fuller life. 








nd disa y benefits, and 
f the best and broadest employee 

y industry. The security this program pr 
vides n impo t reason why our employees find that 


sa ’ 
Standard Oil is a good company to work for 


STANDARD OFL COMPANY 
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Clearing House for News 


N 
a EWS behind the news is often more dramatic and 


interesting than the news itself. 


EDITOR & PUBLISHER, the oldest Publishers’ and 
Advertisers’ newspaper in America, is an out- 
standing journal devoted to this behind-the- 


scenes type of news. 


Recently, E & P wrote a lead story out of the 
controversy between the California Newspaper 
Publishers Association and a number of persons 

who had charged that the California papers had 

been influenced editorially by an advertising eampaign 
of the American Medical Association. EDITOR & PUBLISHER 
reported on it impartially but fully. Each side was 
willing—yes, even eager—to give statements to 

E & P for dissemination of the facts. The E & P 

story not only made good reading—it served a 

fine purpose as a clearing house through which 

this news was channeled. 


Every week, EDITOR & PUBLISHER presents these spot- 
news reports—an invaluable service to the thousands 
of newspapermen and advertisers who depend on E & P 


to keep up to date on the happenings in the newspaper field. 


Why not arrange to get your copy every week? It only 


costs $5.00 for 52 spot-news-packed issues. 
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